HECK PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF HECK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON Tuesday 5th May 2020 at 19.00 via Video
Conference

Chairman: Cllr L Watkinson-Teo
Clerk/RFO: Mr J R Hunter, 20 Blackthorn Close, Whitley, Goole, North Yorkshire DN14 0GE
E-mail: heckparishcouncil@outlook.com
Telephone: 07764404885
Present: Cllrs L Watkinson-Teo (Chairman) G Mycroft; H Benson-Collins; J Lumb; J Wright
Clerk/RFO – JR Hunter.
No members of the public present
Agenda items

032001. Welcome
- Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting.
032002. Apologies
- All councillors were present at the meeting.

032003. Public Forum:
- To receive comments from electors on any agenda items. Information only; clerk to take notes - no
members of the public were present at the meeting.
032004. Minutes of last meeting:
- The council resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the Heck Parish Council meeting held on 7th
January 2020 and the Chairman signed as acceptance of the minutes
032005. To receive reports, for information only, from:
a) District and County Councillor – the district Councillor did not attend the meeting.
b) County Councillor – the county councillor did not attend the meeting
c) Other representatives – there were no other representatives in attendance.
032006. Planning:
1. Applications – to discuss and resolve comments on any applications received
– 2020/0149/FULM – Proposed Foam Glass Manufacturing Facility, Sellite Blocks, Long Lane, Great Heck
DN14 0BT. It has been noted that additional information has been provided by the applicants following
submission of several comments and objections. However, the issues in the original application are still
present and have not been addressed. Heck Parish will submit further responses and comment that the

Heck Parish Council

Page 1

planning application still fails to provide the details required and encourages all previous objectors to
submit further objections in response to the applicant’s latest submission.
Action: Councillors to individually submit further objections and Clerk to submit objection on behalf of the
Council.
2. Decisions – none at time of agenda preparation
Updates – to receive updates on any planning matters/issues of concern and resolve any necessary action
032007. Heck Ladies Group:
-

Cllr Watkinson-Teo following the Coronavirus “lockdown” activities within the group have been placed on
hold. It is hoped looking forward that there will be opportunity to celebrate the “harvest festival” in the
Autumn and to put on a Christmas lighting event; this will of course be subject to the extent of future
social distance restrictions. Cllr Wright observed that whilst recognising the success of the group in raising
donations from residents it is important that the resources are applied for events and causes to benefit
the village. Cllr Wright suggested that the group be encouraged to share their plans and intentions in the
allocation of the sums donated.

032008. RFO's report on closing balances; payments; preparation of accounts for audit
a) Current balances: The RFO present the report on the current financial position and status of the Heck
Parish Council. Accounts for the new financial year up to 30th April 2020 were presented for review. The
Council are awaiting the first tranche of their 2020/21 precept which amounts to £2,500; this will be
transferred into the bank during May. Expenditure to date is £142.92 including recoverable VAT which
amounts are detailed in para c) below. These transactions generate a deficit of £139 on the receipts and
payments account with balance of funds in the bank current account of £6,114.98. The Clerk advised that
allotment rental invoices would be prepared and circulated to Councillors for approval before being
posted to plot holders.
Cllr Watkinson-Teo advised that the British Gas contract has been renewed. The Clerk advised that
insurance will be due for renewal at some point in June and agreed to circulate details to Councillors once
the quotation had been received.
b) Payments to be made at this meeting:
There are no payments that require approval at this meeting.
c) Payments made between meetings:
30/04/2020 – cheque no 10396 - £ 22.96 to Autela Payroll Services
30/04/2020 – cheque no 10397 - £119.96 to Andrew Stephenson for web hosting
The retrospective payments were unanimously approved by the Council
d) Payments received: None
e) Any payment requests received since agenda preparation – none received at time of agenda preparation
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f)

Acceptance of report – the Council resolved to accept the details of the report.

032009. Correspondence received since last meeting. For information only unless stated otherwise.
i. Cllr Watkinson-Teo advised of an email from NYCC and SDC Councillor McCartney referring to objections
raised by The Commercial Boat Builders Association to the Gale Common Ash Removal planning
application. The Clerk updated the Councillors on the continuing actions of the Whitley Gale Common
Action Group who are pulling together further objections that include the ideas and viable alternative
options proposed by the Commercial Boat Builders Association.
ii. Cllr Watkinson-Teo enquired into the response from Whitley Parish Council in Heck Parish Council’s
request for support in their objections to the Sellite / Thomas Armstrong Glass Plant application. The Clerk
advised that the request had been discussed at the most recent Whitley Parish Council meeting and Cllr
Broadbent would be in contact summarising the position of Whitley in connection with the matter. Cllr
Benson-Collins expressed the view that it is important that councils in rural areas should support one
another. Cllr Watkinson-Teo expressed her disappointment and reiterated her opinion that local councils
should work together against the growth of planning applications that lead to increased industrialisation
in our rural communities along the M62.
032010.To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where
necessary:
032010.1 - Environmental Health Issues and concerns in the Parish–
Cllr Lumb raised an issue concerning the trees taken down and was informed by Cllr WatkinsonTeo that currently the trees that have been removed are in connection with the Quarry but the
Sellite application proposes similar action. The Parish has requested an environmental study to
be conducted to assess the impact on wildlife. Cllr Benson-Collins suggested that before any
further industrial development is permitted in the village the Council request a full
environmental study be conducted which should be a comprehensive study that investigates the
full affect including air quality and impact on foliage; the shielding afforded by surrounding trees
has provide a barrier to dust and sound generated by quarry activities. Concerns were expressed
about the outcomes of previous studies regarding the Brocklesby development results of which
were not made readily available for inspection. Cllr Watkinson-Teo suggested that any shortfall
in detail concerning this study should be the subject of an information request from the Parish
Council.
Action: Cllr Benson-Collinson provide specific details of shortfall in results and the Clerk to
submit a freedom of information request.
Cllr Mycroft and Cllr Wright confirmed that they had both written to environmental health in
connection with Sellite.
Cllr Watkinson-Teo noted that any enforcement issues arising out of the Mill Quarry should be
referred to North Yorkshire County Council whereas issues concerning Sellite should be directed
to Selby District Council enforcement.
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Cllr Watkinson-Teo suggested that while there have been complaints from individuals in
connection with tree felling in the Quarry that the Parish Council should also raise the issue with
NYCC enforcement.
Action: Clerk to email a letter of complaint concerning tree felling in Mill Baulk Quarry to NYCC
enforcement.
Cllr Watkinson-Teo summarised advice from the MP’s office that any planning constraints
imposed within the 2018 planning grant in connection with Plasmor’s quarry operation be
carefully monitored.
Cllr Wright observed that work on the opening of the entrance had been completed. Cllr Wright
also advised the meeting that she had informed Yorkshire Water of the commencement of
quarrying activity so that they could ensure that the aquifer was monitored.
Cllr Watkinson-Teo informed the meeting that Selby Times would be reporting upon the
quarrying issues within the village and also of the recent action from the wildlife police officer
for the area who had visited the quarry site and placed a suspension order on all tree felling
activity in the site. The suspension would remain in force until full reports had been prepared on
the impact on wildlife in the area. Cllr Wright observed that notwithstanding, she had recently
detected what appeared to be sounds of tree cutting from the quarry, and agreed to investigate
further and report any breaches to the wildlife police officer.
Cllr Benson-Collins brought to the attention of the Parish Council the work of the charitable
organisation Client Earth; environmental lawyers who provide advice and support in matters
affecting nature and the environment.
Action: Cllr Benson-Collins to investigate the nature of the services and support that the Client
Earth legal practice could offer the Parish in the campaigns with waste pollution in the Quarry
and Sellite.
032010.2 – Affordable Housing the Council considered the development proposals by WDH for the build
of 10 affordable houses in the village. Given the proposed site location and further details provided, the
Council concluded that the addition of 10 new homes in a village with its present number of 85
properties would represent a significant increase in house numbers. Also, the identified site is
substantial and in open country-side development upon which would significantly change the landscape
that would not be in keeping with the character of the village.
Proposed: by Cllr Watkinson-Teo that the Council do not wish to progress with consideration of
the development. Seconded: Cllr Wright. Carried: Unanimously.
032010.3 Lease of Bay Horse: Cllr Watkinson-Teo suggested that given the present impact of the
Coronavirus lockdown on the business of the Bay house the car park rental charged to Chris and Chrissie
Smith be reduced by 50% for the first six months of the annual lease.
Proposed: Cllr Watkinson-Teo, the car part rental to landlords of Bay Horse Inn be reduced to
£30 per month for the period 1st April 2020 to 30th Sept 2020. Seconded: Cllr Wright Carried:
unanimously.
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032010.4 Support for Snaith: Cllr Watkinson-Teo summarised details of communications with the Snaith and
Cowick Town Council in connection with the Town Councils ongoing objections to the planning application lodged
by developers for the build of 800 new homes. Cllr Watkinson-Teo outlined details of the nature of the Town
Councils concerns and issues with the development and Proposed Heck Parish Council support Snaith and submit
an objection. Seconded by Cllr Wright the proposal was Carried unanimously.
Action: The Clerk submit an objection to the proposed development on behalf of Heck Parish Council.

032011. Action taken since last meeting. For information only.
i.
Update on actions from clerk and councillors
032011.1: Reporting of HGV movements in breach of restrictions to Area 7 Highways. Given the
“lockdown” there has not been a great deal of commercial traffic through the village. It will be important
to continue monitoring when business activity resumes. It was however noted that in the absence of
HGV’s there is an increase in the incidence of speeding traffic and shedding of contents from vehicles
whose loads have not been sufficiently tied down. Complaints have been lodged to Selby Council
requesting road sweeping on a regular basis.
The issue of the size of wagons exiting the quarry once activities are resumed given the nature and width
of the road was raised with the conclusion that the situation will need to be carefully monitored for safety
of other road users and pedestrians.
Action: Clerk to include in the complaint letter re environmental issue.
032012. Councillors’ Forum:
- Councillors to raise any matters of concern or interest. No decisions can be taken on any matters raised
-

Cllr Watkinson-Teo suggested that the Heck Parish Council maintain an additional dedicated email
addressed as Heck Parish Council Complaints.
Action: Clerk to include Heck Parish Complaints as an agenda item for constant review.

-

Cllr Watkinson-Teo requested an update on the situation with refuse bins in the village. Cllr Wright
updated the meeting on various emails to Highways concerning the provision of litter bins by the railway
embankment. The property is private land owned by National Rail any refuse on which is the responsibility
of the rail network; they should provide bins for litter collection. As a result of the Coronavirus “lockdown”
the Clerk advised of limited success in communicating with the Canal Rivers Trust concerning the provision
of litter bins in the fisherman’s car park.
Cllr Watkinson-Teo suggested that continued attempts are made to communicate with the railways and
Canal Trust but in the event of an unsatisfactory response the Council may be obliged to purchase these
bins.
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Cllr Wright was provided with confirmation that the street lights had been repaired.
Cllr Lumb questioned whether all the landscaping requirements, tree planting etc that were added to the
conditions in the granting of Plasmor’s Quarry planning application had been completed?
Action: Cllr Watkinson-Teo to retrieve details of the planning grant and forward to Councillors for review
and discussion at the next Council Meeting.
032013. Parish room to playground footpath: There was nothing to report in connection with this item.
032014. To receive further comments from members of public. Information only clerk to note comments – no
MOPs present.
032015. To confirm date, time and place of next meeting. – 7th July 2020
032016. Closure of meeting at 9.00pm
Signed:

J R Hunter
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Date: 22/05/2020. Clerk and RFO to Heck Parish Council
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